
West Virginia Faith Table 
Democracy in Action • Faithful Democracy 

 
Mission Statement 
 
The West Virginia Faith Table is a diverse interfaith and multiracial 
grassroots organization of clergy and laity. We are united in our shared 
values and common goals. We are called to uphold and strengthen our 
country’s democracy, especially civic engagement, voting rights, and fair 
elections. We respond to emerging issues as an integral component of a 
well-functioning democracy. 
 
Involvement 
 
2022 WV Faith Table Initial Steering Committee 
Rev. Jordan Trumble, Rev. Darick Biondi, Sister Carmella Campione, Rabbi 
Joe Blair, Rev. Brad Davis, Loretta Young, Marian Alston, Rick Wilson, 
Martha Hill, BA Miskowiec, Betty Rivard, Alannah Boyle.  
 
2022 Thought Partners and Connectors 
Christian Watkins and Meg Olson -Network Lobby; Martha Hill-WVUMC 
Justice and Advocacy; Rabbi Victor Urecki-WVIRM; Rev. Roberta Smith-
Charleston Black Ministerial Alliance; Rev. Jeff Allen-WV Council of 
Churches; Rev. Jenny Williams-WV ACLU and Justice and Jubilee; Sister 
Quincy Howard-Faithful Democracy; Dominican Sisters; Rev. Ronald 
English-Charleston NAACP; United Methodist Women; Deborah Coble-WV 
Conference UMC; Lauren Moffat; Pablo DeJesus-UU Social Justice; Rev. 
Lisa Garcia- Sampson-UU Justice NC; Julie Archer-WVCAG; Cecilia 
Bernard-DFAD; Sally Rogers-Rise Up WV; Kristen Olsen-Poor People’s 
Campaign, Lakiesha Lloyd-Common Defense, Ted Boettner-Ohio Valley 
Environmental Council, Rev. David Peters, Rev. Randy Richardson - Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rev. Jack Lipphardt 
 
Federal Legislation to Protect Democracy  
 
The FY23 Omnibus Spending Bill included the Electoral Count Act to 
reform and modernize the outdated 1887 Electoral Count Act. This ensures 
that electoral votes tallied by Congress accurately reflect each state’s public 
vote for president. The legislation also clarified the vice president's role as 
merely ceremonial in certifying the Electoral College vote. 



 
Congress passed and President Biden signed the spending bill which 
included the Electoral Count Reform Act. (December 2022). Senator 
Manchin and Senator Capito publicly supported the electoral count 
measure, and voted yes for passage of the government spending bill.  
 
Capito Votes in Favor of 2023 Government Funding, Highlights West 
Virginia Priorities 
 
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-votes-in-favor-
of-2023-government-funding-highlights-west-virginia-priorities  
 
Manchin Votes For FY23 Budget, Secures West Virginia Priorities, Ukraine 
Aid, ECA Reform | U.S. Senator Joe Manchin of West Virginia 
 
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/manchin-
votes-for-fy23-budget-secures-west-virginia-priorities-ukraine-aid-eca-
reform  
 
Federal Advocacy 
 
In 2022, the West Virginia Faith Table: 
 
● Educated on issues related to preserving our American Democracy in 

coalition with organizations including the WV Citizen Action Group 
(WVCAG), Declaration for American Democracy (DFAD), West 
Virginias for Democracy (WV4D), Charleston Black Ministerial 
Alliance, Common Defense, Charleston NAACP, Greenbrier County 
NAACP, Race Matters of WV, WV Interfaith Refugee Ministry 
(WVIRM), West Virginia Council of Churches (WVCoC), Rise Up WV, 
WV Poor People’s Campaign (WVPPC), WV Conference, United 
Methodist-Board of Church and Society, West Virginia American 
Friends Service Committee (WVAFSC), Congregation of Saint Joseph, 
WV United Methodist Women, Network Lobby, ACLU- Justice & 
Jubilee and WV Faith Leaders Network, West Virginia Civic 
Engagement Table (WVCET), the Unitarian Universalist Justice 
Ministry of North Carolina ( UU Justice NC).  

 
● Ensured the faith voice is present and centered at events sponsored 

by partnering organizations.  

https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-votes-in-favor-of-2023-government-funding-highlights-west-virginia-priorities
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-votes-in-favor-of-2023-government-funding-highlights-west-virginia-priorities
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/manchin-votes-for-fy23-budget-secures-west-virginia-priorities-ukraine-aid-eca-reform
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/manchin-votes-for-fy23-budget-secures-west-virginia-priorities-ukraine-aid-eca-reform
https://www.manchin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/manchin-votes-for-fy23-budget-secures-west-virginia-priorities-ukraine-aid-eca-reform


 
● Hosted podcasts, webinars and education sessions on democracy, 

federal and state decision-making, voting rights, and fair elections.  
 
● Launched social media sites and monthly podcasts. 

 
● Organized the submission of LTEs, OpEds, phone calls, and letters to 

members of Congress in support of democracy, voting rights, and 
electoral reform. 

 
● Established communication channels with key WV members of 

Congress, WV policy makers, and community activists.  
 
FEDERAL ISSUES 
 
January 6 Anniversary 
 
Joined January 6th webinars and vigils, marking the first year anniversary 
of this attack.  
 
Freedom to Vote Act 

 
 
 
 
● Mobilized with faith and secular 
partners a “Day of Fasting and Prayer 
For Our Democracy” on MLK Day.  
 
● Coordinated and funded a full-
page ad in the Charleston Gazette-Mail 
signed by 200+ faith leaders and 
members of 16 faith communities 
across the state announcing a Day of 
Fasting and Prayer prior to the U.S. 
Senate vote on the Freedom to Vote 
John R. Lewis Act. 
 
 
 



 Peace in Ukraine Vigil 
 
 

Organized an interfaith prayer vigil 
held on March 14th at 6pm at 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 

Church which included prayers 
and songs from faith traditions, 

including: Baptist, Conservative & 
Reform Jewish, Episcopal, 

Lutheran, Roman Catholic, United 
Methodist, and Presbyterian. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Link to Press Release: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lzPHUIEK2vriPJE1CyxQlMB3SrQ

OqgCppXR4lf_kR_A/edit?usp=sharing 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lzPHUIEK2vriPJE1CyxQlMB3SrQOqgCppXR4lf_kR_A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lzPHUIEK2vriPJE1CyxQlMB3SrQOqgCppXR4lf_kR_A/edit?usp=sharing


Electoral Count Act 
 
Advocated for needed Electoral Count reform while lifting voting rights 
needs and concerns. Participated with UUSJ in a zoom advocacy meeting, 
calling on Senator Manchin to support the Electoral Reform Count Act. 
Delivered letters urging support for the Electoral Reform Count to Senators 
Capito, Manchin, and Schumer.  
 
 
 
Moore v. Harper 

 
Collaborated on a webinar with Greenbrier Valley NAACP and Race 

Matters, WV to provide expert legal analysis related to the independent 
state legislature theory in the U.S. Supreme Court arguments for 

 Moore v. Harper. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



STATE ISSUES 
 
Unitarian Universalist Friday Action Hour 
 
In partnership with the Unitarian Universalist Social Justice North 
Carolina (UU Justice NC) group, during a weekly zoom event wrote letters 
to WV editors and journalists lifting up excellence in journalism centered 
on democracy. 

● Speakers. Rev. Brad Davis, Rev. Darick Bondi, Courtney 
Steinberg, and Marian Alston 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voter Protection  
 

With Charleston partners, 
held a press conference and 
rally in support of the West 

Side early voting location and 
testified in the hearings held 

by the Kanawha County 
Commission and the State 

Commission at the Secretary 
of State offices.  

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Link to Press Release 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NCvZpR_vwEYGEt1-

FxsyWyXwODWF7BPm/view?usp=sharing 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NCvZpR_vwEYGEt1-FxsyWyXwODWF7BPm/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NCvZpR_vwEYGEt1-FxsyWyXwODWF7BPm/view?usp=sharing


Voter Education 
 
● Developed and distributed, through social media and in print, a 

voting toolkit, “Voting is Fundamental to Democracy,” in partnership 
with the Charleston NAACP, Rise Up WV, and WVCAG.  

 
  Link to toolkit : 

- Absentee Voting - 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FO0JmyO0GDlkx55MO
15BTwVlWYXYd1gO/view?usp=share_link 

- Primary Voting -  
 

 
 
● With statewide partners, hosted a virtual educational forum, recorded 

and streamed live on Facebook, explaining the four proposed 
amendments to the WV Constitution on the ballot for the 2022 
General Election. 

o Presenters. Rev. Ron English, Karen Williams, Eli Baumwell, 
Fred Albert, and Rick Wilson.   

 

 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FO0JmyO0GDlkx55MO15BTwVlWYXYd1gO/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FO0JmyO0GDlkx55MO15BTwVlWYXYd1gO/view?usp=share_link


Voter Engagement 
 
Hosted a question and answer podcast on various issues and challenges 
facing voters in WV. 
 

● Moderator-Rev. Darick Bondi. Speakers-Julie Archer, Sally 
Roberts, Marian Alston 

 
 
 
OTHER ACTIONS 
 
● Joined as a member of the West Virginia Civic Engagement Table 

(WVCET). 
● Maintained an ongoing consulting relationship with Meg Olsen and 

Christian Watkins at Network Lobby.   
● Joined in webinars concerning CRT theory, book banning, and 

student discipline with the West Virginians for Truth in History.  
● Joined in webinars concerning health disparities, school suspensions, 

and critical race theory with chapters of the WV-NAACP.  
● Provided resources and participated in partnering events for voter 

advocacy, rallies and community events in WV and in DC, including 
supporting the historic nomination of U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Ketanji Brown Jackson; Juneteenth celebrations; and public 
memorials honoring victims of mass shootings. 

● Participated in spring, summer and fall events hosted by faith and 
community partners for voter engagement, education, and 
registration efforts. 

● Hosted organizational strategy sessions with Ted Boettner.  
● Hosted communication strategy session with Deborah Coble.  
● Hosted Rev. Jenny Williams to offer updates on ACLU project, 

Justice & Jubilee and the WV Faith Leaders Network.  
● Received a $3000 gift from the Congregation of St. Joseph to develop 

a statewide communications plan. 
● Received a gift from the General Board of Church and Society and the 

WV UMC Committee on Justice and Advocacy for promotional 
materials. 

● Received a $500 gift from Race Matters WV for technical assistance 
on the Moore v. Harper webinar. 

● Received monetary gifts from several supporters.  


